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DRAFT OF A LETTER TO THE BRITISH MINISTER J. MSS.

[After June 20, 1793.]

Sir, —In a letter of Feb. 2. 1792, I had the honor of conveying to you the President's

sentiments on the assurances you had then been pleased to give of the strict neutrality of

your government between us & the Indians in our neighborhood. You do to that testimony

but the justice which it merits in not allowing yourself for a moment to infer from the

passage in my letter of the 19th. inst. quoted in yours of the 20th. a meaning which would

be disrespectful to your nation.—Were the Western posts in our possession, it cannot be

doubted but there would be an end to the murders daily committed by the Indians on our

North Western frontier & to a great part of the expence of our armaments in that quarter.

[My expression therefore was scrupulously exact that the detention of these posts is the

cause of these murders and expences, and I thank you sincerely for the justice you have

done me in not imagining a meaning as foreign from the direct import of the words, as from

my mind in using them]1

1 In the margin in Hamilton's writing is added:
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“Instead of the Passage between [ ] These inconveniences, therefore, are connected

as consequences, with the Detention of our Posts; to convey which idea alone was the

intention of the expressions to which you refer.”


